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A work-conference project which attempted to explore the possibilities of a 
theoretical basis for research In the new educational media Is documented In this 
report. The background for the Conference on Theory for the New Media In Education 
Is summarized In terms of papers circulated prior to the conference. The five 
conference working papers are extensions of these and deal with the structure and 
function of scientific theories: with the relevance of learning-behavior theory, 
communication theory, and social theory to the new media: and with the Implications of 
theory for research and implementation. The first of two conference presentations 
analyze the micromolar approach to education, with particular attention to the 
learning of response speed. The second presentation suggests that although the 
conference objectives were practically oriented, theory development Is needed for 
hypothesis production. The report concludes with the evaluative comments of seven 
groups of conference participants. The appendices Include various documents used 
by the conference. (RP) 
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Foreword 



This five-part report brings together, for the first time , all of the 
subject matter of the exploration phases of a work -conference pro- 
ject which attempted: (1) to explore the problems and potentials 
of a theoretical base for research and application in the new edu- 
cational media, and (2) to experiment with a conference designed 
"to do well that which a conference does best. " The experimenta - 
tion aspects of the project are being reported in a companion vol- 
ume, Anatomy of a Conference . 

The content of this report, in a variety of forms , was 
widely circulated during the three years following the termination 
of the project. These early printings reached an audience which 
extended considerably beyond the field of the "new educational 
media." In particular, the Conference working papers (Part II) re- 
ceived the widest circulation. More limited circulation was enjoyed 
by the "later" products of the project: the Conference presenta- 
tions (Part III), and the work-discussion group reports (Part IV). 

All of these materials have been out of print for almost 
two years . Numerous and continuing inquiries attest to an active 
interest in their approach and content. The present report, then, 
makes them available in a single volume designed and organized to 
facilitate their potential usefulness. 

Part I reviews the historical background of the New Media 
Theory Conference project, and summarizes significant elements of 
the pre-Conference working papers (Part II) , the Conference presen- 
tations (Part III) , and the reports of the work -discussion groups 
(Part IV) . 
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Part II presents the working papers prepared for pre-Con- 
ference study and reaction by participants . This feedback was in- 
tended to provide a major basis for developing the Conference pre- 
sentations . 

Part III contains two of the five Conference presentations. 

It indexes (in part) the extent to which it was possible: (1) to con- 
centrate the Conference on "doing the things which conferences do 
best," and (2) to demonstrate effective use of the new media. In 
sum, three of the five Conference presentations focused largely on 
explications of selected aspects of the working papers and are 
therefore not included in the present volume. 

Part IV presents the formal reports of the Theory Conference 
work-study-discussion groups. This content has received the most 
limited circulation to date , and contains perhaps the most creative 
interpretations and approaches to the exploration and experimenta- 
tion aspects of the project. 

Part V, the appendix, provides the documentation, the il- 
lustrations and explanations, of the project as a whole. 

Finally, the 'ess tangible application potentials of this 
report deserve some emphasis. It is suggested that the report car- 
ries a variety of research and application potentials for people con- 
cerned with human behavior — in general, or as mediated by the "new 
educational media." Thus, for the teacher and the new media spe- 
cialist, it suggests applications ranging from frameworks and methods 
for organizing professional knowledge to teaching-learning prin- 
ciples and techniques useful in a variety of practical situations. 

For research workers , it outlines the beginnings of a philosophy of 
research end provides many insights into the strengths and limita- 
tions of research method. It also yields a near infinity of problems 
for research. For the educational and new media administrator, it 
suggests structures, approaches, and processes which promise to 
faciliate productive research and effective application of research 
results . 
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Overview: Development of the Theory Conference 



Regional Planning Conference 

The development of the New Media Theory Conference began with 
a Regional Planning Conference attended by representatives of 
educational, research, and related agencies from seven midwest- 
ern states: Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Michigan, Minnesota, Ohio, 
and Wisconsin. To maximize multiple representation, most of 
the participants represented one or more of the regional institu- 
tions, organizations, agencies, and/or professional associations 
which were concerned with new media research and application. 
The major fields represented included: new media and related 
research; public schools, colleges, and universities; professional 
education and new media associations; and practitioners and ad- 
ministrators identified with education and with the new media. 



*The Regional Planning Conference participants are iden- 
tified in Appendix F, Section 1. The Michigan State University 
Planning Conference resource people and the Planning Conference 
Committee members are named in Appendix F, Sections 2 and 3, 
respectively. 



